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should have been held for homes for the people,
under a well-guarded homestead law. That was
the proper way to deal with the public domain;
but instead of that it was thrown open to ruth-
less speculators, who have speculated in it until
the poor people of this country to-day have to
fight for standing room."209

At another time "Weaver urged the protection
of mineral lands, especially of the coal deposits.
He was not so insistent about the iron deposits,
"because iron is not so much an article of daily
necessity"; but he would retain the title to all
coal lands, giving to the user of the soil the
right to take so much as may be necessary for
his private purposes, and guarding "the balance
carefully for the use of the people, so as to pro-
tect them against paying tribute to monopoly.''
He would allow the government to lease the coal
lands, and to prescribe "the maximum price
beyond which the coal shall not be sold". Nor
would he use government control as a source of
revenue or of profit, as was done in European
countries: he did not want the government to
enter into mining operations, but to "retain
sovereign control over the source of the fuel
supply".210

Another matter in which he was interested
was the reservation along all water courses,
lake and sea shores for public use of alternate
strips of land one hundred feet wide and one